Lymphocytic thyroiditis.
Lymphocytic thyroiditis is a common canine condition that can lead to functional hypothyroidism. It is associated with more than 50% of cases of canine hypothyroidism. Evidence in human beings and experimental situations suggests that it is a disease of defective immunoregulation, but specific investigation of the molecular pathogenesis of the naturally occurring disease in dogs has not yet been carried out. The condition is heritable in those breeds that have been studied, and progression to hypothyroidism, if it occurs, can be slow. Factors that influence the progression from subclinical thyroiditis to hypothyroidism in dogs are still to be identified, but excessive iodine intake is an important factor in other species.